CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for generating a profile distinction associated with a 
5 computerized transaction between a user and a merchant, the method comprising: 

determining if the computerized transaction is associated with the user or if 
the computerized transaction is associated with the user on behalf of a third party; 

aggregating information associated with the transaction in a profile 
corresponding to the user if the computerized transaction is determined to be 
10 associated with the user; and 

aggregating the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
corresponding to the user according to a profile distinction associated with the third 
party if the computerized transaction is determined to be associated with the third 
party. 

15 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

presenting one or more of: a special offer, a promotion, a product offering, a 
product r ecommendation, a nd a p roduct s uggestion, t ailored t o o ne o r m ore o f t he 
user and the third party using the aggregated information associated with the 
20 transaction. 

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
determining if the profile distinction associated with the third party is already 

present in the profile; 

25 establishing the profile distinction associated with the third party if the profile 

distinction is not already present in the profile; and 

aggregating the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
distinction associated with the third party if the profile distinction is already present 
in the profile. 
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4. An apparatus for generating a profile distinction associated with a 
computerized transaction between a user and a merchant in a computer associated 
with the user, the apparatus comprising: 

a network interface; 
a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor and the network interface, the memory 
storing instructions for causing the processor to: 

determine if the computerized transaction is associated with the user or 
if the computerized transaction is associated with the user on behalf of a third party; 

aggregate information associated with the transaction in a profile 
corresponding to the user if the computerized transaction is determined to be 
associated with the user; and 

aggregate the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
corresponding to the user according to a profile distinction associated with the third 
party if the computerized transaction is determined to be associated with the third 
party. 

5 . The a pparatus a ccording toe laim 4 , w herein t he i nstructions f urther 
cause the processor to: 

present one or more of: a special offer, a promotion, a product 
offering, a product recommendation, and a product suggestion, tailored to one or 
more of the user and the third party using the aggregated information associated with 
the transaction. 

6. The a pparatus a ccording toe laim 4 , w herein t he i nstructions f urther 
cause the processor to: 

determine if the profile distinction associated with the third party is 
already present in the profile; 

establish t he p rofile d istinction a ssociated w ith t he t hird p arty i f t he 
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profile distinction is not already present in the profile; and 

aggregate the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
distinction associated with the third party if the profile distinction is already present 
in the profile. 

5 

7. An apparatus for generating a profile distinction associated with a 
computerized transaction between a user and a merchant in a computer associated 
with the merchant, the apparatus comprising: 

a network interface; 
10 a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor and the network interface, the memory 
storing instructions for causing the processor to: 

determine if the computerized transaction is associated with the user or 
if the computerized transaction is associated with the user on behalf of a third party; 
15 aggregate information associated with the transaction in a profile 

corresponding to the user if the computerized transaction is determined to be 
associated with the user; and 

aggregate the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
corresponding to the user according to a profile distinction associated with the third 
20 party if the computerized transaction is determined to be associated with the third 
party. 

8 . The a pparatus a ccording t o c laim 7 , w herein t he i nstructions further 
cause the processor to: 

25 present one or more of: a special offer, a promotion, a product 

offering, a product recommendation, and a product suggestion, tailored to one or 
more of the user and the third party using the aggregated information associated with 
the transaction. 
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9. The a pparatus a ccording t o c laim 7 , w herein t he i nstructions f urther 
cause the processor to: 

determine if the profile distinction associated with the third party is 
already present in the profile; 
5 establish t he p rofile d istinction a ssociated w ith t he t hird p arty i f t he 

profile distinction is not already present in the profile; and 

aggregate the information associated with the transaction in the profile 
distinction associated with the third party if the profile distinction is already present 
in the profile. 
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